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through our stammerings try to cast into their souls
some little grain of Gospel seed, which will ripen in
its time, God willing. These are our more ordinary
occupations, besides the observances of Religion,
which must never be omitted. In regard to our
French people, they are occupied in fortifying, in
building, in clearing and cultivating the land. How-
ever, I do not pretend to describe all that takes place
in this country, but only that which concerns the wel-
fare of the faith and of Religion. This last winter,
the land disease, or scurvy, appeared in the new set-
tlement of the three Rivers, where Father Buteux
[16] and I had gone; and this gave us a new occupa-
tion, which was mixed with joy and sadness. On
the one hand, we were grieved to see almost all our
poor Countrymen suffer, and to see some of them die;
on the other, we rejoiced to see the altogether admir-
able effects of the grace of our Lord within their
souls. A great many of the sick men never cared to
ask God to restore their health, saying these words
with great resignation: ‘‘ He is our Father: he knows
better than we what is good for us; leave it all to him,
his holy will be done.” I believe there was only one
of those who passed to the other life, who did not make
a general confession before his death. As I was very
anxious that one of them, since he was a young man
of very good morals, should be restored [17] to health,
I advised him to make a vow to the glorious Patriarch
St. Joseph, to grant him deliverance from the dis-
ease. ‘‘I will obey you,” he replied; ‘‘ but, if you
leave me free to act as I please, I will merely pray
the good St. Joseph to obtain for me from our Lord
the grace to carry out his most holy will.” Another
time, a young man, very strong and robust, walking



